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affectation of a certain dignity. The common man
may be a fool in a hurry, readier to laugh or marvel
than learn, but he is not an absolute fool, he takes
thought occasionally, and his apologists can point to
a fairly steady improvement in the quality of the
world's news service in the last hundred years. More
and better news gets now to more people than it ever
did before.
It would need a specialist who was a very subtle
psychologist to expound all the mysteries and compli-
cations of a journalist's honour. But the most base,
overbearing, energetic and subtle of newspaper propri-
etors will still find himself with intractable material
between himself and the public he would hoodwink and
control. And for the other side of the medal, the
honest realization of his duties as well as his opportuni-
ties, is his sure and certain way to wealth, influence
and the conspicuous and splendid service of mankind.
The second educational thing that the ordinary man
gets from the ultra-scholastic educational influences of
the time is a constant revision and extension of his
general ideas. He need not go, as the Greek had to
do, to the Agora to hear of some new thing; all about
him is the Agora, the Forum. The increase of public
discussion in the last decade or so is one of the
most remarkable of contemporary phenomena. The
character of the newspaper has changed completely
with regard to opinion. There was a time when there
was about as much free thinking in the columns of a